
LA RUE BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
February 2020 minutes 

The La Rue Board of Public Affairs met in regular session February 17, 2020. Present were board 
members Dave Albert, Diane Evans, and Doug Shawver.  Also present was Mayor Dustin Ford, Clerk 
Mary Price, and Tyler Howell. Visitors: Connie Kendall and Tom Ford 

The financial report – Diane Evans made a motion to approve the bills with a second by Dave Albert, 
motion passed.   

Diane Evans made a motion to approve the meeting minutes with a second by Doug Shawver, motion 
passed.   

Old Business- 
Scott Jaffee from GPD Engineering was present to update the board on the status of the water plant 
project.  Council passed all the necessary resolutions, ordinances, and contracts that RCAP needed to 
proceed with CDBG application.  RCAP has reported that they will be applying for the next round of EPA 
funding just in case the project misses the June bid date. Scott presented the bidding process typically is 
2 – 3 weeks.  The Board was asked if they use any certain type of bidding process or any company for 
blue prints and they stated they do not they are fine with what GPD typically uses. The plan is to start 
advertising the 1st or 2nd week of March.  The bid opening could take place March 19th or 20th.  
Advertising typically will go out on a Thursday or Friday and opening 2-3 weeks later on a Friday.  The 
pre-bid meeting will be held a week after the advertising.  Scott is going to send the board members the 
bid specifications for the Board to review and an updated schedule for the project.  
 
Scott Jaffee presented that he has been in contact with Evelyn at Regional Planning on the Vine Street 
project and they are working on the contract currently.  The project needs to be completed by August 
for the funding schedule.       
 
Tyler Howell reported the schonstedt device worked great and he was able to locate the meter at Oscar 
Holcomb’s rental and Methodist Parsonage.  The cost of the device was covered by a credit that was just 
discovered on the Village’s account at Core & Main.     
 
Tyler Howell reported he is still waiting on Dick Holcomb to dig the shut off at Renee Davis’s.  The 
property appears to be vacant and the delinquent amounts will be certified to taxes on the next round.   
 
Tyler Howell reported the ortho pump has all been sorted out with EPA.  The Anti Scalant Pump has 
come in but still waiting on Wigens to send the wiring diagram to complete the installation.  If the anti 
scalant pump works then Tyler would like to switch to all Blue White Pump brands for the others that 
need replaced.   
 
The Board discussed purchasing a truck and Diane was concerned with spending the money until we get 
through winter with possible water breaks.  The Board would like to purchase a used vehicle but has 
tabled the discussion at this time.   
 
The Board reviewed the Rules and Regulations with the following highlighted changes: 
 
Rule 1 – No person except an authorized employee of the Water Department will be permitted to tap or 
make any connections with the water mains, sewer mains, or distribution pipes throughout the Village 
or certified contractor approved by the board.   
 
A motion was made Doug Shawver to continue using Tom Ford as the sewer tap inspection with a 
second by Diane Evans, motion passed 
 



Rule 4 – If circumstances require a key be left with a customer a charge or $100 will be added to next bill 
if key is not returned within 48 hours.   
 
Rule 8 – Drawing of water from the fire hydrants by unauthorized persons is strictly prohibited and 
violations of this rule may cause arrest and fine when no permit has been issued for same except for 
authorized bulk water fill.   
 
Rule 13 - A charge of $135 shall be made for replacement of a meter bottom due to the negligence of 
the customer.   
 
Rule 17 – Consumers are required to pay a deposit $100 at the time of request for service.   
 
Rule 18 – When use of the water service exceeds 15 days of the month the full, base rate will be 
charged.   
 
Rule 19 – A disconnection notice will be issued at this time giving the customer 14 days to pay before 
being shut off.  If not paid in full after the 14 days, service will be shut off without further notice.  If 
service is shut off then the full amount must be paid plus a $100 reconnection fee before service will be 
shut off without further notice.   
 
Rule 21 – Title change – Water & Sewer installation 
Property owners, or their authorized agents, desiring a water service connection shall make application 
for said services to the Board of Public Affairs through the Clerk and upon payment of a tap fee of 
$1,750.00. The Board shall cause a 3/4'” water service connection to be installed at the water main. 
Included in the fee for water will be the water main saddle, the tap, corporation stop, curb stop, meter 
yoke, meter pit, and water meter with remote reader. It shall be the subscriber's obligation to provide 
schedule K copper pipe or equivalent CS with tracer wire as approved by the Board and all necessary 
digging from the curb stop. Location of the water meter and reader shall be approved by the Board. Any 
service larger than 3/4 shall be based on cost of labor and materials at the time of installation. Sewer  
installation is the responsibility of the property owner through the approval the Board of Public 
Affairs with a $100 application fee. 
 
Rule 22 - The rates for all permanent residential and commercial metered water and sewer services, 
provided by the Board of Public Affairs of the Village of La Rue, Ohio shall be as follows: A per month 
base charge of $35.00 and $8.00 per thousand gallons used for water and a per month base charge of 
$25.00 and $5.25 per thousand gallons used for sewer. 
When water has been turned off for nonpayment of a bill or other reason not the fault of the Water 
Department the turn on charge shall be $100.00. A charge of $35.00 shall also be made for a returned 
check. 
 
Rule 23 - A charge of $.01 per gallon shall be charged with additional mandatory backflow device 
rental of $35 per day.  If the backflow device is not retuned then a charge of $500 will be charged to 
the customer. 
 
Rule 26 - * New Rule * Contractors working in the Village on Village property or in conjunction with 
the Village infrastructure shall be licensed, bonded, and insured to the satisfaction of the Board of 
Public Affairs.  Contractors are required to contact OUPS.   
 
A motion was made by Diane Evans to make all the above highlighted changes to the Rule and 
Regulations with a second by Dave Albert, motion passed.  Tom Ford mentioned sending an updated 
copy to all customers.   
 



Diane Evans resented she talked with Clarence Greer and Evenlyn Cummings about possible grants for 
meter replacement.  Regional Planning has several options for $25,000 grants with 5-10% matching 
funds.  The main focus right now with Regional Planning is the Vine Street Project.  The board is 
calculating the cost of a meter around $120 and there are 290 active properties so a cost of $35,000 
total to replace them all.  Tom Ford brought up that the Board should include labor into the project.  The 
Board discussed switching everyone over to a meter pit but that would be more costly at roughly $500 
per meter and more man hours to install.  The in house meters are quicker to install and cost less.  The 
board will be looking into other grants that are available even if the project has to be separated in 
multiple phases with different areas of town.   

 
New Business –  
The Board would like to talk with Richard Holcomb about his rates and what is covered for his services 
and if cleanup is included.     

Doug Shawver presented that on January 20th he was contacted By Jimmy Forbis because he did not 
have water service.  Doug Shawver told Mr. Forbis by text message the Village would investigate the 
situation and he may be billed for the repairs if it on his side.  The repair was on the customer’s side and 
the repair was completed after 4 hours of Holcomb’s time and parts the Village supplied.  Tyler Howell 
and Dick Holcomb investigated the situation and it was clear it was on the customer’s side and no fault 
of the Village.  Mr. Forbis has complained because the meter pits nearby for the neighboring vacant 
property did not have lids on then and he feels his line froze because of that.  Diane Evans stated she 
has a picture and Mr. Forbis’s meter pit did have a cover on it however the other two nearby did not.  
Tyler Howell reported that the other two meter pits did not have covers, they had water in them, and 
that would not have caused his line to freeze.  Tyler Howell also presented to the board the actual part 
that failed on the customer’s side and had to be replaced.  Mr. Forbis does not want to pay the bill and 
does not feel he is responsible.  A motion was made by Doug Shawver to charge Mr. Forbis for the parts 
and Holcomb’s labor, which is $536 to be paid within 12 months with a second by Diane Evans, Motion 
passed.    

Tyler Howell presented that Steve Kendall is now certified to complete the testing at the plant.  The 
board would like to start utilizing Mr. Kendall to give Tyler a break and so that Mr. Kendall can practice 
testing at the plant.  A motion was made by Diane Evens to allow Steve Kendall up to 8 days a month at 
the plant at $50 per day with a second by Doug Shawver, motion passed.  Tyler Howell stated that he 
would obviously not use Steve Kendall 8 days per month but that would be the max if he used him every 
Saturday and Sunday in a month. 

The lagoon and water plant hay fields need to bid out again because the 3-year agreement with Akers 
will be up this coming May.  The Board agreed to put the two properties up for bid again and will be 
opening bids at the March meeting.  

Clerk Mary Price presented that she will be submitting the first request to OWDA for the design loan 
reimbursement to pay GPD Engineering.   

 

A motion was made by Diane Evans to adjourn the meeting with a second by Doug Shawver, motion 
passed.  

The next regular meeting will be March 9, 2019 in the Village Council Room.   

 

 

_____________________________________                                _________________________________ 

Chairman                                                                                                 Clerk 


